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Remarks 

In response to the Office Action mailed December 12, 2006 
(hereinafter "Office Action"), claim 1 has been amended. No claims have 
been cancelled and no claims have been newly added. Therefore, claims 1- 
36 are pending. Support for the instant amendments is provided throughout 
the as-filed Specification. Thus, no new matter has been added, In view of 
the foregoing amendments and following comments,, allowance of all the 
pending claims is requested. 

Rejections Under 3S U.S.C §103 

Claims 1-2, 4-5., 9-13, .1.5-16, 20-24, 26-27, and 31-36 stand rejected 
under 35 LISX. § 103(a) as allegedly being unpatentable Over U.S. Patent 
No. 6,771,288 to Boulter f Boulter''), In view of U.S. Patent Publication No. 
2003/0065814 to Ishi? Plshi!"}, and further In view of U.S. Patent No, 
6,958,363 to Mulvey (*Mulvey"). Claims 3, 6-8, 14, 17-19, 25, and 28-30 
stand rejected under 35 U.S.C §103(a) as allegedly being unpatentable over 
Boulter, in view of Ishii, In view of Mulvey, and further In view of U.S. Patent 
Ho, 5,999,179 to Kekic et ah CKekic"). 

Applicants traverse these rejections for at least the reason that the 
references relied upon by the Examiner, either alone or in combination with 
one another, fail to disclose, teach, or suggest all the features of the claimed 
Invention. 

for example, independent claim 1 has been amended to recite, inter 
a//a, the following feature-; 

spia yd - jt feast one % opaqation status 
at east ' ^ s'tN. j t^irg rcns ; a: s*st one sf th>? . vfterem 
propagation status Includes an indication of whether or not a bridge port 
polled to obtain its i status, 



&ppHca? : 0 \ ;C 44 

fcftbrrie 

Reply to Non-Final Office Action maifed 12/12/2006 



Similarly, independent claim 12 recites: 

retrieve information associated whh a plurality of switches, wherein each switch of 
the piura - , 

associated wen the plurality of switches Includes of least identifiers of the bridge 

wherein 

propag; - - Includes an indication of whether or not a bridge port 

ec c obtain its current status; 



I e i lent z a m 23 recites; 



memory operable bo store information associated with a plurality of network 
elements in the enterprise system., the network elements Including a piurah'ty 
switches, wherein each switch of the plurality of switches incomes' ewe er more 
bridge sorts, wherem the information associated with the plurality of switches 

" \ ors of the o^'dge pore 
statuses of the bridge ports,, and wherein propagation status includes art 

o of whether or not a bridge port should be polled to obtain its 

current status: 



Similarly, independent claim 34 recites: 



retrieving information associated with a plurality of switches, wherein each switch of 
w c — - - ~c e 

^ , . * net em 

propagation status includes an indication of whether or not a bridge port 
- ould be poiied to obtain its current status; 



Neither Boulter, Ishll, nor Muivey, either alone or in combination with 
one another, disclose, teach, or suggest the claim feature ^wherein 
propagation states includes an indication of whether or not a bridge port 
should be polled to obtain its current status." The Examiner alleges that 
Boulter discloses this feature In col. 7, lines 20-67; and cob 8 ( lines 35-58. 
See Office % i ages ■■■■ a 
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age, Boulter disclose 



In addition, pane; 310 in mimic 140 ineicdcs user activated poii-rste sub-image 311. 
By clicking an poll -rate sub-image 311 a user can input a particular polling rate and, 
therefore change the ate at > the et 
5 e" 



In this passage, Boulter appears to disclose that port status may be 
detected at a rate determined by the user. Accordingly, the poll-rate 
determines how often all the ports are polled for their status. In contrast,. It 
Is a feature of the claimed invention that the propagation status Includes an 
Indication of whether a port should be polled., thus allowing,, e.g., updating of 
the status of a group of ports without polling ail of the ports. 

A further portion of the cited passage in Boulter discloses: 



Por satyr, portio 32C display pc st js : vtro sub age 32€ ch a jse-eao 
ie ^~ v evice 104 A w so ; -< disable 3 

psrtk £ - n netwon device 104 by, e.g. cHckmg os c resp -d ic 

button at the bottom of pore setup portion 320. In response' Web browser 209e 
«. deuce \C4, ^ 

command data corresponding to the action suggested by the actl voted button m port 
setup portion aoO to be transmitted from monitoring system IIS to the monitored 

by the monitored network device I0m 3 processor portion of network device 104 
processes toe command data and responds by changing; the state of the monitored 
1 status of 

Change m a corresponding comic sum-image 302 dunng the next emdate of sum 
mages; 2 



In this passage. Boulter appears to disclose that a port can be enabled 
or disabled by clicking In port setup portion 320, and the corresponding 
mimic sub-image will be updated during the next Interval, Accordingly, it 
appears that the updated port status Is determined upon polling of all of the 
>g~"at In :ont ast s - feati "-a the claimed 
Invention that the propagation status includes an indication of whether a port 
should be polled, thus allowing, e.g., updating of the status of a group of 
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ports without polling aH of the ports. 

For at seast the reason that neither Boulter. nor v iSec either 
alone or in combination disclose, teach, or suggest all of the claim features 
of independent claims 1, 12, 23, and 34, the rejection is Improper and must 
be withdrawn. Furthermore, claims 2-11, 13-22, 24-33, and 35-36 depend 
from Independent claims i, 12, 23, or 34 and are allowable for the reasons 
given above, as well as for the features they recite individually. 



Conclusion 

Having addressed each of the foregoing rejections, It Is respectfully 
submitted that a full and complete response has been made to the 
outstanding Office Action and, as such, the application Is In condition for 
allowance. Notice to that effect is requested. 

If the Examiner believes, for any reason, that: personal communication 
xpe jrosecut or of th s «ppi cation, the Examiner is invited to 
t« phon* I rsigned at the number provided, 



Date: lUM 12, 2007 

By: 

Customer jNo; 00909 



Respectfully submitted, 
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